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The Warsaw Baptist Theological Seminary
http://www.wbst.edu.pl/                        
NEWSLETTER – June 2009

Because this will be my final newsletter to you all as the Seminary’s Rector I am using it to look back over eight Semesters and not just one. As you will see  it contains some good news! My successor has now been appointed, a high number of graduates are likely to obtain their degrees this year and – or so it seems as I write - we will be able to balance the Seminary’s books by the end of June. Praise the Lord!  
Thank you. Working, living and studying in my father’s homeland of Poland for these four years has been a privilege in so many ways. Over these four years, I have had the opportunity to travel, preach and speak widely across Poland and internationally – at Pastors’ Meetings and in local churches, in sister Seminaries abroad and at various academic gatherings. My Polish travels have taken me to – for example - Gdansk, Gdynia and Sopot, Szczecin, Auschwitz, Katowice, Bialystok, Bialowieza, Lodz, Glogow, Wroclaw, Krakow, Poznan, Ostroda, Lublin. Zakopane and – usually with international guests in tow -  the length and breadth of Warsaw.  Over these four years, too, I have been able to complete my own doctoral research and to prepare a thesis which I hope to defend in the near future. Much of it has been exploring the origins of evangelical witness in Central Europe  and the growth of Anabaptism in this part of Europe during Poland’s Golden Age. At the Seminary here I have first written and then taught several new courses: Pastoral Theology, the History and Practice of Christian Mission, the History and Practice of Christian Worship, Theological English and – most recently – a lecture course in Anabaptist Studies. These lectures on Anabaptism, translated by Konstanty Wiazowski, are now available on-line in English and in Polish via the Seminary’s web-site. To complement this course and following an agreement with Eerdmans Publishers in the USA, WBST has just published in Polish William Estep’s classic study on Anabaptism: The Anabaptist Story. This project has been made possible by generous sponsorship from friends abroad.  
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WBST Graduates. Around 40 Theology students are currently registered with us. And at the time of writing some 20 students, who hope to complete their Degree courses in 2009, are preparing for their final examinations. A similar number are also expecting to graduate in 2010-11. We have also launched recently a new initiative to deliver a Teacher Training Course outside of Warsaw – based in Gniezno. The two Deans, Professor Tadeusz Zielinski and Dr Andrzej Seweryn I have worked with at WBST have built a very fine team of teachers here. Their skill and expertise have made it possible for us to continue to offer a good quality Degree Course which is both internationally and nationally valued.  In recent months, though we still all miss Tadeusz enormously – he is now the Senior Dean at the Warsaw Protestant Academy -  Andrzej Seweryn has taken on the challenge of serving as the WBST Dean with professionalism and pastoral skill. Ireneusz Dawidowicz has also joined the teaching team here as well as serving as the Seminary’s -  much appreciated – Chaplain. Over the past four years we have seen 35 students graduate from WBST and many others complete their studies as far as as the praca licencjacka - the compulsory dissertation essay each student must complete before graduating – which now rests in their “to be done” trays! And even more importantly - many of our students continue to exercise positions of significant Christian leadership across Poland’s evangelical churches. For a small Baptist community like ours in Poland these are encouraging figures. 
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The new Rector. As many of you will know, WBST is very pleased to announce the appointment of our new Rector. Pastor dr Andrzej Seweryn is a widely experienced Pastor and Lecturer. He is a Doctor of Theology (Christian Theological Academy in Warsaw). From 1999-2007 he was the President of the Polish Baptist Union. He is currently the Pastor of Ketrzyn Baptist Church and also the Dean of WBST. He lectures in Homiletics, Church Law, Ecumenism and Inductive Bible Study at the Seminary. Andrzej will begin his work as the WBST Rector on 1 July 2009. Please pray for him and for the new Seminary Council who will work with him. Seminary Administrator. Both of my PAs have enjoyed working with me so much that they have decided to get married! We all owe an enormous debt to Barbara Wittych (now Tolloczko) who was married to Pawel in our Chapel in March 2008 after fourteen years of work here. Jane and I visited her and Pawel in their lovely home near Nysa in Poland’s Opolskie region recently. Iga Szymczak has also proved to be an excellent PA and all the more so because – for reasons of economy - she has had to include book-keeping and library duties in her job description as well. Iga is engaged to Joshua, a citizen of the United States, and they will marry and live there from July 2009. Her successor has also now been appointed; she is one of our final year students: Emilia Jarczyńska.  
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Improvements to the Radosc Site. During my time here we have also been able to upgrade and improve significant parts of this beautiful Baptist complex here at Radosc. The Conference Centre building has had its central heating system completely renewed on all floors. One of the benefits of our partnership over 2007-8 with the Radosc Christian Foundation was the completion of  this heating work and the renovation of the previously derelict basement area of the Conference Centre.  What is now the Music Department was also a derelict area when first I came here as Rector. It has also been good to complete (roof problems apart) a long-promised new Apartment in the Accommodation building  and to see the Church baptistery finished during my time here – with the help of  one of our part-time students. Thanks to a generous gift from my home Baptist Union of Great Britain we have also been able to buy a new computer and up-to-date library software for the WBST Library as well as a significant number of new reference books, commentaries and text books. I would like to thank especially Jacek Marciniak here who has helped to get everything up and running. I take particular pleasure in seeing the tribute plaque to Gottfried Alf  in the entrance area to the Main Building – made possible by the generosity of one of the Seminary’s many friends abroad, the evangelist Michael Gott. But perhaps most significantly of all over these four years we have also worked through to a solution to a long standing problem concerning the ownership, legal responsibility and management of the Radosc site itself. From January 2008 the Baptist Union took back complete responsibility for the Radosc site leaving the Seminary free – at last -  to concentrate on its main purpose: theological eduction.
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EU Projects. Over this period too we have been privileged to host two major European Union projects which have put the Seminary very much on the Warsaw map. Over 200 different students attended these courses held between 2006-8.  Malgorzata Zielinska’s professionalism, and that of the team she built, in delivering these courses was exemplary. And in the process we were able to give better employment contracts to more staff here, give work to several English language teachers and obtain some excellent new equipment for the Seminary including photocopiers, printers, computers and two video projectors. I am then very pleased to report here that this initiative will continue. Malgorzata has recently confirmed that WBST has won two new EU Projects worth around over 1 million PLN  over 2009-11. 
Finances. It seems that we may now be able to balance the books over 2008-9. Thank you especially to those of you reading this who have sent donations to us over the course of 2008-9.Though we must not be complacent the situation is certainly much healthier than in September 2008. Thanks be to God. This situation has been helped by a decision to concentrate on delivering a Theology degree course mainly to part-time students. The financial constraints being experienced by both the Union and the Seminary at this time leave us with no other option here. Whether this situation can be changed now and in the future will soon become a matter for the new Rector and Rada Seminarium.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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FINALLY AND PERSONALLY. As many of you will know my mother-in-law had a stroke back in April 2008.  This has meant Jane staying in the UK for much of this academic year. As Jane’s mother is unlikely to improve, this situation now seems further confirmation that last summer’s decision to end my ministry here at WBST  in June 2009 was the right one. For your information and prayers I have recently been invited to become the Pastor of Rugby Baptist Church in the Midlands of the UK. My Induction there will be on 11 July 2009. We are looking forward to this greatly. 
Yours in Christ,            Michael I Bochenski (Rector)                              June  2009
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